
 

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF MOULTON PARISH 
 

Date:  Monday 17th May 2021 Time:  7.00pm Venue: Moulton Community Centre 

 

1. Record Attendance and Apologies 
Attendance: 
 
Chairman:    Cllr Aarons,  
Parish Councillors: Cllr Paul, Cllr Fehnert, Cllr S Morrow, Cllr Curran, Cllr Swallow, Cllr 

Swannell, Cllr Moss, Cllr K White, Cllr T Morrow,  
West Northamptonshire Councillors: None 
Parishioners:    As named on a signed attendance list held by the EO 
Executive Officer:   Jane Austin 
 
Apologies: Cllr Bennett (holiday), Cllr Ward (previous engagement), Cllr 

Warren (WNC meeting) 
 
 

2.  Welcome and Chairman’s Introduction 
Cllr Aarons welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. 

   
3.  Accept Minutes of Last Meeting held on 21st May 2019  
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the last parish meeting held on 21st May 2019 
 
4. Progress any Matters Arising from Minutes of 21st May 2019 
No matters arising. 
 

    5. Receive Report from the Parish Council – Chairman Cllr D Aarons 
This year has been dominated by Covid-19. 
 
All of the “real” work is covered in the Executive Officer’s report.  My main objective, with Geoff 
Paul’s assistance, has been to ensure that she and her team receives as much support as they 
needed when they needed it. 
 
Because of rules and regulations limiting in-person contact there were severe restrictions on what 
councillors were able to achieve.  However, essential activity was maintained with online meetings 
of the Finance and Planning committees.  Thanks must got to the chairs and members of those 
committees. 
 
Before Covid-19, we were unfortunate to lose four of our councillors owing to changes of personal 
circumstances.  We then prepared ourselves to co-opt their replacements. However, at least 10 
electors felt the need to exercise their right to demand that these replacements be subject to 
election rather than co-option.  As a result of the pandemic this election process was delayed for a 
full year leaving us short of four councillors for a considerable period of time.  Once the election 
was able to take place only two candidates (Kevin White and Tony Morrow) put themselves 
forward and we welcomed them onto the council the at Annual Parish Council Meeting.  We now 
need to once again embark on co-option of the two remaining councillors. 
 



 

 

Key landmarks this year included: 
 

• The Covid-19 response by the PC Health & Wellbeing Team providing much-needed support to 

our community. 

• Finally becoming the owners of our library at the Community Centre following extensive 

negotiations with the interim NCC administration.  Thanks must also go to Daventry DC for their 

support at that time. 

• Exceeding our budget objective for 2020-21 despite the challenges of Covid-19 and its severe 

impact on hiring at the Community Centre and village Hall. Congratulations to the Executive 

Office and her team. 

Now we are able to resume some kind of normality there are many outstanding tasks for 
councillors and the parish team to embark on.  These are all aimed at improving the parish and 
supporting our increasing number of residents – currently standing at about 6,500! 
As well as continuing to support our committees, councillors will be kept busy over the coming 
months with a wide range of projects and responsibilities: 
 

• Lead for Local Council Award Scheme – Cllr Fehnert 

• Police Liaison – Cllr S Morrow 

• Health and Wellbeing inc Library Liaison – Cllr Swallow 

• Ecology Improvement – Cllr Swannell 

• Parish Church Liaison – Cllr S Morrow 

• Environmental Improvement - Cllr Aarons assisted by Cllr White 

• Highways – Cllr Curran 

• Moulton Football Club Liaison – Cllr T Morrow 

• Attend Police and Crime Commissioner Meetings - Cllr Aarons 

We always welcome parish participation from Moulton’s residents.  If you have an interest in any 
of these areas and want to make a contribution to your community please contact the parish 
office, details are on the MPC website. 
 
6. Receive Report from Executive Officer 
Early 2020 saw events unfold in a way that no one had ever experienced before. Our forward 
planning during February and early March saw us well prepared to manage, what turned out to be, 
and continues to be, an ‘unprecedented’ situation. Below is a summary of our years activities: 

 
The Admin Team were set up to work from home, Volunteer Scheme launched, contractors 
notified and every resident reassured and communicated with prior to closing the Community 
Centre on Friday 20th March. We were well prepared and have continued to work throughout the 
pandemic.  
 
A ‘pop up’ was placed on the website so all users would be given the mobile number to contact the 
Parish Team and a message placed on the landline so everyone could access MPC as usual. 
 
MPC Covid Response 
 

The first priority was to establish the MPC Covid Response Protocol which included printing and 
distributing 3,200 information letters every few weeks to ensure all our residents knew how to 
access or offer support. The largest element of this, the Volunteer Scheme has been and continues 
to be a resounding success. At the outset we were swamped with requests for and offers of help. 



 

 

We stayed in regular (often daily) contact with the Police/Futures Housing/Moulton GP Surgery/Co 
op/Moulton Pharmacy/NCC Covid Response Team etc to ensure all our vulnerable/older residents 
were being cared for. Our subsequent monthly resident letters were delivered by our volunteers 
and kept everyone up to date with the latest arrangements. 
 
Our Health and Wellbeing Scheme was set up 4 years ago and was never needed more than during 
the pandemic. Following a request from NCC Emergency Response Team we included households 
in Moulton Leys, a total of 15,000 residents in our letter distribution and volunteer scheme. At the 
height of lockdown we had nearly 150 volunteers registered on the scheme and over 100 
households were receiving ongoing support. Volunteers helped with shopping, cooking home-
cooked meals, collecting prescriptions, walking dogs and making friendly phone calls to the 
households they’ve been referred to.  We received many requests from Moulton GP Surgery and 
Pharmacy to assist with prescription delivery, very often in neighbouring parishes/communities. 
Our volunteers responded magnificently. 
 
Moulton Surgery, informed us that all the vulnerable patients from our area, who had received the 
letter from the government instructing them to stay at home, were either aware of us or were 
already being helped by our volunteers.  The GP surgery has thanked us for delivering the resident 
letter so promptly enabling all vulnerable residents to be taken care of. 
We were in the fortunate position of being able to help everyone who requested assistance and 
remained in regular contact, and worked with, other co-ordinating organisations running similar 
schemes countywide. 
 
Moulton GP Surgery and NCC Emergency Response team used the Community Centre over the 
winter months to administer the ‘flu jab’. Early December 2020 saw us designated as an approved 
Covid Vaccination Centre.  These clinics are still running and we continue to work with and support 
our wonderful GP’s in facilitating the vaccination programme. 
 
Moulton Community Centre 
 

• Closed completely on Friday 20th March 

• Pre school have been operational at times throughout pandemic to support key workers 
childcare requirements 

• Building is Covid secure and all Risk Assessments, Signage, Social Distancing measures, cleaning 
protocols are in place 

• Louise has remained in contact with all hall hirers throughout the whole year. 

• The guidelines change regularly and we will continue to amend our working/operating practices 
accordingly.  

 
Moulton Library 
 

• Moulton Parish Council became the proud owners of Moulton Library on 29th January. Since 
that time staff and volunteers have been busy stock taking, rearranging furniture and preparing 
for reopen. On 12th April we reopened as a Community Managed Library. 

 
Public Gardens 
 

• Remained closed for many weeks 

• Re-opened early July with new signage and new cleaning regime in place (5 days per week) 

• Covid 19 Risk Assessment in place  

• Vespaccino, a mobile coffee cart is now established and operates at the bottom of the Gardens 
6 days per week. 



 

 

Council Meetings 
 

Remote zoom meetings became the norm and council business continued throughout the 
pandemic.  
 
Allotment Site 
 

• Hit by a tornado in later July, devastating the site and causing significant damage. MPC 
contributed to the clean up operation 

 
Moving Forward  
 

As well as supporting the community throughout the pandemic, council business has continued as 
normal. We amended contracts and monitored spending when income was non existent. I am 
pleased to report that we ended with a very pleasing small surplus at the end of the Financial year. 
Bookings for the Community Centre and Village Hall are very buoyant and I am confident that it 
will not be too long before we are back to our pre covid booking levels. This year will be one of 
transition and, as ever, we are ready to face and work through any challenges that are presented 
to us. 
 
Local Authorities have a significant role to play in the recovery of their communities and to this end 
we have recruited two Community Connectors to replace, Mary Jane who leaves us at the end of 
May. Having more resources will enable us to run the library effectively and increase our Health 
and Wellbeing offering to our residents.   
 
I would like to thank our Chair and Vice Chair, David and Geoff, who were always at the end of a 
phone or zoom call if ever I needed them. My team and our contractors, who worked so many 
extra unpaid hours to support the community and keep the business running, and lastly, all our 
volunteers who between us kept 15,000 people safe and cared for.    

 
7. District Councillors Report – District Cllr M Warren  
This last year DDC has had an extremely difficult time in trying to complete all of its day to day 
commitments to the residents of Daventry, complete the closure of DDC and create a seamless 
transfer of all services to the new West Northants Authority, plus on top of that they have had to 
administer all the Government’s policies and initiatives concerning Covid-19 to the district. 
 
Moulton and Overstone Ward along with DDC is no more, you are now part of the Moulton 
Division of West Northants Council, you also now have three councillors representing you, Cllr 
Daniel Cribbin, Cllr John Shephard and myself, Cllr Mike Warren.  
 
You are now part of a much larger (ward) division, which comprises of a total of 12 Parish’s, 
covering an area from Overstone to the east, Old to the north and Harlestone in the west. 
I believe the biggest advantage of now being part of a new Unitary Authority is that all the services 
covered by the Country Council and DDC are now the responsibility of the new authority, so no 
longer to be told by DDC “it’s not our responsibility it’s the Counties” or someone else. 
 
My colleagues and I have considered working arrangements with councils and residents and 
propose the following: 
 



 

 

Whilst it is open to all parish councils and indeed residents to call upon any of us on any issue of 
concern, we suggest that it would be helpful for parish councils and residents to have a “first point 
of contact”.  The nominated councillor would take up the issue as normal and report back, as 
necessary briefing the other two.  This would remove potential confusion and duplication. The first 
point of contact for parishes we propose is as follows: 

 
a. Boughton    John Shephard  
b. Church with Chapel Brampton  John Shephard 
c. Hannington    Daniel Cribbin  
d. Harlestone    John Shephard 
e. Harlestone Manor   John Shephard 
f. Holcot     Mike Warren 
g. Moulton    Mike Warren 
h. Old     Daniel Cribbin 
i. Overstone    Daniel Cribbin 
j. Pitsford     John Shephard 
k. Spratton    John Shephard 
l. Walgrave    Daniel Cribbin 

 
Apart from Moulton (where there is exceptional activity) we will not attend parish council 
meetings as a matter of course.  We will undertake to attend any parish council meeting at the 
request of the clerk where a specific issue of concern is to be discussed. If possible the first point of 
contact member will attend; if that is not possible a substitute will be sent. In this way you can be 
sure of the attendance of one of us whenever required.   
 
We will arrange an annual meeting to which we will invite all 12 parish council chairmen (or 
substitute) in the ward. There will be opportunity to review all aspects of the parish/unitary council 
relationship. 
 
Planning issues come up for discussion regularly. Where parishes/residents seek support from us in 
relation to planning applications it is helpful to open discussion early.  Time will usually be running 
for statutory consultation.  Please flag any planning issue with the first point of contact as soon as 
it becomes apparent. 
 
We feel very confident that we will all benefit from this change and look forward to a very bright 
future. 
 
Cllr Aarons thanked Cllr Warren for all his support as District Councillor. 
 
8. County Councillors Report – County Cllr J Shephard  
I was first elected your County Councillor for the Moulton Division in May 1997 and I have finally 
decided to retire some 24 years later, so this is my final report. 
 
During my time on NCC I have served on many different committees and have chaired the 
Community Committee, the Adult Social Care and Health Committee twice, and the Development 
Control Committee twice!  I was also elected Chairman of Chairman of all the Select Committees of 
the Council. I was a member of the NHfT and the East Anglia Flood Committee.  I was the NCC 
representative of the Northamptonshire Cadet Forces and was an Executive Member of SSAFA.  I 
am also a member of Boughton Parish Council for almost 50 years and served a short term as its 
Chairman.  I have also been a Member of the Richard Humfrey Charity since the early 1980s and 
have been its Chairman for the last 19 years. 
 



 

 

In 2008 – 2010 I served two consecutive terms as Chairman of the Council which was a great and 
unforgettable honour.  I sponsored two charities: SSAFA (The Armed Forces Charity) and FaceFax (a 
local head, neck and throat cancer charity founded by my sister) and raised over £17,000 during 
my terms as Chairman.   I was privileged to meet, countywide and further afield, many 
inspirational people in all walks of life who have made exceptional contributions to our lives. My 
highlights of that time, apart from being presented to several members of the Royal Family and 
attending several Garden Parties, were my two civic dinners.  My first guest speaker was General 
Sir Richard Dannatt, then Head of the Army, and, secondly, Admiral Sir Trevor Soar, First Sea Lord.  
He invited me on a two day trip aboard the Frigate HMS Westminster from South Shields to 
Portsmouth (a truly unrepeatable experience!). 
 

When I first became a County Councillor in 1997 I had 16 villages in my division, including Althorp 
which was reeling at that time over Princess Diana’s untimely death.  It was a very sharp learning 
curve as I was certainly plunged in at the deep end!  Today, I have 13 villages and during my 24 
years I have attended many many parish council meetings and Annual Meetings and met a vast 
array of talented and dedicated parishioners, councillors and Chairmen, I have attended site visits, 
facilitated meetings and spoken publicly to help protect our cherished local heritage.  I was a 
champion of Moulton Library which was under threat of closure.  I have keenly locked horns with 
and challenged burdensome bureaucratic decisions on many diverse issues on my constituents’ 
behalf in my quest for fairness, openness and progress. 
 
The County Council will cease to exist next month.  Our first NCC Chairman was The Red Earl, Lord 
Spencer in 1889 and during the Council’s 133 years it has seen some remarkable history.  Four 
years ago due to unacceptably poor and creative accounting methods we were placed in special 
measures and it was decided by Parliament that Northamptonshire would become two Unitary 
Authorities.  During the last two years NCC has made huge strides financially, and we have now 
balanced the books and will be handing over some £90m to the new unitary councils as they 
become the fledgling Authorities. 
 
It has been my privilege to be you County Councillor for 24 years!  I wish to Thank you all for your 
kindness, wonderful humour and encouragement over the years.  I have very happy memories! 

 

9. Open Forum – Parishioners Question Time 
Cllr Aarons thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 
 
10. Confirm Next Meeting  
The date of the next Annual Parish Meeting is to be confirmed. 

 

Meeting Closed at 7.50pm 
 

Copies to: 
Parish Councillors (12), West Northamptonshire Councillors (3) 
 

 
  

 


